
Info@Cultured.Fit

SCS Media Literacy Workshop 
Part 1: Make your message clear

Friday, April 13, 2018 
Ardon Shorr and Jesse Dunietz, Cultured.Fit

11:30 – 11:40 Introduction

11:40 – 12:20 Practice interviews

Interviews in groups of 2-3 
Mark Roth, former Senior Staff Writer, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
Byron Spice, Director of Media Relations, School of Computer Science 
Peer feedback 
Reconvene to share observations and discuss

12:20 – 12:45 Goal-driven communication

Making a change 
Exercise: From-To-Think-Do 
Setting a long-term agenda

12:45 – 1:00 Break

1:00 – 1:30 Distilling your message
Exercise: “Half-Life Your Message”

1:30 – 2:00 Crafting a narrative
Elements of a story 
Telling research stories 
Adapting to multiple levels of detail 
Exercise: craft your own story

2:00 – 2:20 Mechanics of interviewing

Preparing for an interview 
During the interview 
Follow-up 
Seeking out press



Info@Cultured.Fit

SCS Media Literacy Workshop 
Part 2: Make your interview compelling

Friday, May 11, 2018 
Ardon Shorr and Jesse Dunietz, Cultured.Fit

11:30 – 11:45 Introduction
Opening notes from Justine 
Summary of Part 1 
Overview of Part 2

11:45 – 12:20 The art of the sound bite: concise, concrete, memorable
Video: Neil DeGrasse Tyson 
Example: Sideways Dictionary 
Exercise: explain terms in CS 
Methods of field-testing from FrameWorks Institute

12:20 – 12:50 Navigating social factors
Why facts are not enough 
Understanding trust, literacy, and social reasoning 
The way out is empathy, warmth, and framing

12:50 – 1:00 Break

1:00 – 1:50 Fielding Challenging questions
Introduction to bridging 
Example: Brian Greene on the Colbert Report 
Exercise: curveballs 
Example: warmth and framing in a debate on climate change

1:50 – 2:20 Interview 2: workshopping answers
Split into two groups 
What messages and points do you want to get across?  
Interview with commentary

2:20 – 2:30 Discussion and summary
Return to Greene and Tyson


